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and found among the adherents of Tveritinov a considerable num-
ber of followers, who came from all parts of Russia. Here was good
material for Uklein's new sect. This sect could never be described
as pure Evangelical Christianity, for Uklein had reached his con-
victions through his own reasoning and he modeled his theory
upon the sources that were immediately available. Treading in the
footsteps of his predecessors, the Khlysty and Tambov Dukhobors,
he elected seventy "Apostles" and accompanied by them made a
solemn entry into Tambov. For preaching as he did, Uklein was
put into prison, but upon feigning to have embraced Orthodoxy
he was soon set free, After that he began to propagate his creed on
a much larger scale, visiting the people of evangelical leanings in
the neighboring provinces of Voronezh and Saratov. In the latter
his preaching was so particularly successful that he made it the
center of his further activities. Having traveled from the district
of Balashov to Kamyshin on the Volga, he went down the river
and on the way established several centers of his sect.
Uklein realized the possibilities of a bountiful existence in the
steppes of Astrakhan, free and remote from priests and authorities.
He led his followers there, and soon they had a colony on the
Akhtuba similar to that of the Dukhobors in Molochnyia Vody,
and another on the Irgiz. At the same time the doctrine began to
spread rapidly too on the right bank of the Volga in the provinces
of Simbirsk, Penza, Orel, and Riazan. Wherever Uklein and his
disciples appeared, they presented a written confession of their
creed, and the children were made to learn by rote the "Ritual of
the Spiritual Christians." Thus in a few places the doctrine was
preserved unchanged for a whole century.
For the most part the contents of the Ritual, regarding the re-
nunciation of the churches, icons, divine service, fasts, the spiritual
conception of the sacraments, and the idea of resurrection "in a new
body,'* were borrowed from the tenets of the Dukhobors. Yet the
followers of Uklein dared not interpret allegorically the principal
Christian dogma, and left the Orthodox meaning to the concep-
tion of the Holy Trinity. Each thesis in the Ritual was followed
by an extract taken from the most significant parts of the Bible,
and in this manner the doctrine was placed under the protection of
the Holy Scriptures on which it had been based.